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Home

Activities
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Listening activities

· Have fun together using nursery rhymes, jingles and action songs.

· Encourage tapping in time to music

· Play Simon Says – Children only obey instruction when it is preceded by phrase ‘Simon says.’

· Listen and follow game – Give instructions for the child to follow.  (e.g. point to your chin) As child gets better, give more instructions.  E.g. Tap your nose, wave your hand, nod your head. Then say go.  Be careful not to give any visual cues such as pointing or demonstrating the action.

· To make it more difficult (and fun!) do an action that is different to what you say. 

· Talking telephone numbers – call out a series of [image: image6.wmf]numbers and ask the child to repeat them.  Keep trying one extra number to make it a challenge. 
You could also use colours, names, etc.

· Listening Walk – During a walk listen carefully for sounds.  At home try to remember as many sounds as possible.  

· Word chains – I went to the shops and bought a ….  Take it in turns to think of something and then try to remember the whole list.
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Rhyme

· Change a nursery rhyme and ask child to spot “error”

· What rhymes with … e.g. hat?  Cot, fat or bag?

· Odd one out – Which does not belong?  Cat, hat, mat, tap.

· I Spy game with a difference – I hear with my little ear something that rhymes with…  pig
Letter sounds

· Invent and solve riddles: 

I am an animal with stripes. I begin with [t]
· Breaking and making words – Taking /h/ from hat, adding /s/ at the beginning or end e.g. tar – star, car - cars.

· Changing the beginning or end of a word e.g. top – put /m/ at the start instead of /t/

· Word hunt – give child a piece of simple text and ask to find words.  E.g. words beginning with, ending with, containing a small word, rhyming words, etc.

 
Encouraging reading

· Select books that look fun.  Include poems, comics 
and factual books.  At the library, why not chose books together.  Buy books for presents and Christmas and birthdays.

· Books with repeating rhymes and phrases make it easier for your child to join in as you read.

· Talk about the cover and the title 

· Take time to talk about the pictures.  Ask your child to predict what will happen in the story

· Allow your child to pick out letters and words he/she knows

· Talk about the characters in the book

· Encourage your child to retell the story in his or her own words.

· Point out full stops and capital letters

· Read recipes, food packages and instructions together

· Look at shop names, road signs and any environmental print.  Look for any familiar letters and help your child to sound out words. 
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